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Nor need this Committee think that the time given for enabling
informal conversations to be carried on has been altogether wasted.
You will be glad to learn that many friends not members of the
Delegation have been giving their attention to the question.
Among these I would mention Sir Geoffrey Gorbett. He has pro-
duced a scheme of redistribution of the Punjab which, though it
has not found acceptance, is, in my opinion, well worth studying.
I am asking Sir Geoffrey if he will kindly elaborate and circu-
late it among the members. Our Sikh colleagues have also pro-
duced another, which is at least worthy of study. Sir Hubert Carr
produced last night an ingenious and novel proposal to set up for
the Punjab two Legislatures, the lower to satisfy the Muslim
claim and the upper nearly satisfying the Sikh claim. Though I
am no believer in a bicameral Legislature, I am much attracted by
Sir Hubert's proposal, and I would invite him to pursue it fur-
ther with the same zeal with which, I gratefully admit, he followed
and contributed to the informal deliberations.

Lastly, inasmuch as the only reason for my appearance at
these deliberations is that I represent the Indian National Congress,
I must clearly set forth its position. In spite of appearances to the
contrary, especially in England, the Congress claims to represent
the whole nation, and most decidedly the dumb millions, among
whom are included the numberless untouchables, who are more
suppressed than depressed, as also in a way the more unfortunate
and neglected classes known as Backward Races.

Here is the Congress position in a nutshell. I am reading the
Congress resolution on the subject.

However much it may have failed in the realization, the Congress
has, since its inception, set up pure nationalism as its ideal. It has
endeavoured to break down communal barriers. The following Lahore
resolution was the culminating point in its advance towards nationalism.

"In view of the lapse of the Nehru Report it is necessary to declare the
policy of the Congress regarding communal questions:

The Congress believes that in an independent India communal questions
can only be solved on strictly national lines; but as the Sikhs in parti-
cular, and the Muslims and the other minorities in general, have express-
ed dissatisfaction over the solution of communal questions, proposed
in the Nehru Report, this Congress assures the Sikhs, the Muslims and
other minorities that no solution thereof in any future constitution will
be acceptable to the Congress that does not give full satisfaction to
the parties concerned."

Hence the Congress is precluded from setting forth any communal
solution of the communal problem, but at this critical puncture m the